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Introduction: The Mural in Sidi Ifni



6 November 1975 
The Green March

31 October 2025
UNSC Res. 2797

Moroccans celebrating diplomatic victory in 
front of Parliament. Shared via yabiladi.com 

Postage stamp celebrating The Green 
March. Shared online via bibliomonde.fr 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://yabiladi.com&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1780836011806791&usg=AOvVaw2r6xheWUxevjkMcRuFlxW5
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://bibliomonde.fr&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1780836011812060&usg=AOvVaw0XJX8bg-7BmakkZ3fJcwIA




Research Question

To what extent did Moroccan highway development in 
Western Sahara affect international recognition of 
Moroccan sovereignty over the territory, 1975–2025?



Argument

Roadway development was a primary mechanism 
through which Morocco converted de facto territorial 
control in Western Sahara into stronger claims of state 
legitimacy in the international sphere.



Where is Western Sahara?

Shown Separately

Showing Areas 
controlled by SADR 

Shown as Disputed

Shown as a Part 
of Morocco



Theoretical Framework

Infrastructural Power
“...the capacity of the state to actually 
penetrate civil society, and to implement 
logistically political decisions.”

Despotic Power
“...actions undertaken by the elite without 
routine, institutionalised negotiation with 
civil society groups.”



N1 Highway (Left)

Tiznit-Dakhla 
Expressway (Right)

N17 Highway (Left)

Guerguerat Border 
Crossing (Right)

Infrastructure



Methods: Process Tracing



Methods: Process Tracing
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