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Postage stamp celebrating The Green Moroccans celebrating diplomatic victory in
March. Shared online via front of Parliament. Shared via
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Research Question

To what extent did Moroccan highway development in

Western Sahara affect international recognition of

Moroccan sovereignty over the territory, 1975-2025?




Argument

Roadway development was a primary mechanism
through which Morocco converted de facto territorial

control in Western Sahara into stronger claims of state

legitimacy in the international sphere.




Where is Western Sahara?

Shown Separately Shown as Disputed

Showing Areas Shown as a Part

controlled by SADR

of Morocco




Theoretical Framework

MICHAEL MANN

The autonomous power of the state :

its origins, mechanisms and results

Infrastructural Power

“...the capacity of the state to actually
penetrate civil society, and to implement
logistically political decisions.”

Despotic Power

“...actions undertaken by the elite without
routine, institutionalised negotiation with
civil society groups.”
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Methods: Process Tracing

Infrastructure Territorial Facts on Observer Sovereignty

Announcement Legibility the Ground Evaluation Recognition

State signals intent; Roads built; state Settlement, mobility, UNSC, U.S,, AU assess U.S: 2020;

plans published penetrates territory economic integration de facto governance UNSC 2797 (2025)




Methods: Process Tracing

UN Ceasefire Morocco Returns U.S. Recognition
(MINURSO) to AU 2020 French Recognition
1991 2017 2024
1CJ Opinion & First Consulates
Green March Autonomy Plan Open Spanish Support
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272 THE GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW
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Fic. 1—Bus traffic in the western Sahara, February, 1951. The schedule is approximately the same

for the eight months October to May.




Sahara Overland

Travel « History * Books * Tours * Morocco Overland * Trans Morocco Trail

HOME SAHARA TOURS MOROCCO 4 TMT MAPS & ROUTES COUNTRY INFO A-Z BOOKS S-FILES

A is for Atlantic Highway to Mauritania | || searen







Nom

Prénoms

Date de naissance
Lieu de naissance

Surname

Forename
Date of birth
Place of birth

Passeport n°
Délivre le
Delivre a

Valide jusqu'a

Nationalite
Profession

Nationality
Occupation

Domicile

Situation familiale
Nom du pere
Nom de la mere

Home
address
Marital status

Father's name
Mother's name

Passport #
Issue date
Place of issue
Expiry date

Date d'entrée Maroc
Ville d'entrée
CIN or visa #

Date of entry

Port of entry
CIN #

Motif du voyage
Marque du vehicule
Immatriculation

Tourisme
Vehicle make
Registration #
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