
African Airlines Intro & Conclusion 
 
​​Hook (0-15s): Picture this: It’s 1936. Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie is standing before the 
League of Nations, describing an absolute nightmare. He tells the assembly about Italian aircraft 
equipped with special sprayers, vaporizing a—quote—'fine, death-dealing rain' (2-second pause) 
over his country. 

●​  
Problem (15-30s): When aviation first arrived in Africa, it wasn’t about connection or progress. 
It was a weapon. It was the ultimate tool for European empires to survey, bomb, and conquer 
territory from the sky. 
 
Change (30-50s): But fast forward to today, and the script has completely flipped. Aviation is 
now a critical engine of African development. And it’s not just about flying passengers or cargo. 
It’s about aerial mapping, dropping mail into isolated regions, crop-dusting agricultural hubs, and 
physically linking hard-to-reach communities to the rest of the world. 
 
Value-Proposition (50-70s): Greetings. I'm Historical Method Man. On this channel, we don't 
just summarize Wikipedia articles and feed you slop. Instead, I take you directly into the archives 
to show you how history is actually written. Today, I’m sharing my original, academic research 
to show you exactly how I analyzed the data behind African aviation. 
 
Can-Do Statement (70-90s): In the next ten minutes, we are going to use original archival 
materials and a raw dataset of over 700 African airlines to explain a massive shift: how aviation 
turned from a tool of colonial domination into the ultimate infrastructure of postcolonial 
independence. 
 
---  

So, back to 1936. The airplane enters Africa as coercive colonial power. But after decolonization, 
newly independent states try to repurpose aviation into something else: a carrier network as state 
capacity. That shift is real. But it is constrained. It is expensive. And it depends on training, 
governance, and institutional support—exactly the variables that show up when you stop 
cherry-picking and build a baseline. 

If you want more like this, subscribe. I’m going to keep taking historical claims that people 
repeat as common sense and turning them into testable questions with sources, archives, and 
datasets. Next episode, I’ll use the same 723-airline dataset to map the dominant failure 
modes—where carriers collapse, where they get absorbed, and what changes when liberalization 
hits. 

And if you want the receipts: I’ll link the sources and the research materials in the description. 


