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RESEARCH 
QUESTION1) Why and how did independent Morocco quickly develop their 

national airline, Royal Air Maroc, one year after decolonization

2) To what extent is Morocco’s case typical or unique in 
comparison to other newly independent African states? 



ARGUMENT
RAM’s measurable success was typical for nationalized 
airlines (flag carriers) in newly independent African states, 
but despite projecting an image of national independence, 
RAM’s survival was contingent on a mixed economic model 
backed by French capital.
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Ownership Distribution Over 
Time



Lucien Fargeot, “L’avion porte-drapeau de la compagnie, une Caravelle roule sur la piste de décollage,” Photo. In Jacques Noetinger, “Royal Air Maroc: Une 
Compagnie Dynamique,” Aviation: magazine de l’espace, December 1, 1960, Musée Air France num en l’état.

Royal Air Maroc
How can we measure an 
airline’s success?  
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Exponential Growth Over Time



National Prestige

“Pilgrims.” In Royal Air Maroc. “Moroccan Airline: The 
Story of Royal Air Maroc.” 1964. Ben Guttery Collection 
on African Airlines. Special Collections and Archives 
Division, History of Aviation Archives.

“Stewardesses.” In Royal Air Maroc. “Moroccan Airline: 
The Story of Royal Air Maroc.” 1964. 



Royal Air Maroc. Morocco Travel Poster. 1970. 

Modernist 
Marketing

“Timetable.” 1966. George M. Foster Timetable Collection, TL024. 
Northwestern University Transportation Library. 



Airframe & engine mechanics, electricians, radio 
operators, commercial and traffic agents, air 
hostesses and stewards, etc.

Le Centre de Formation 
Professionnelle 

Job Training

Foreign expertise is costly and makes true 
independence a more difficult transition, so 
replacing foreign labor => more independence

Replacing Foreign 
Labor

Received FAA accreditation in 1983, the school 
having 12 training aircraft by the 1990s

Pilot Training



Lucien Fargeot, “L’avion porte-drapeau de la compagnie, une Caravelle roule sur la piste de décollage,” Photo. In Jacques Noetinger, “Royal Air Maroc: Une 
Compagnie Dynamique,” Aviation: magazine de l’espace, December 1, 1960, Musée Air France num en l’état.

The African 
Context

Was Morocco’s success typical or 
unique in independent Africa?
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Identify all airline entries using 
headers

Outputs into a .tsv file and a 
preview table

16-field schema with logics that 
help estimate non-exact values 

Extract 
Entries

Find 
Pages

Book scans (.pdf and .tiff files) + 
Country_Page_Mapping.csv

Airlines Data Extractor

Parse 
Data

Output 
Cleanly
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Example Country .TSV File

If no end year, 
then assume 
1998 (date of 
publication)

If no explicit number,, 
count listed aircrafts, 

acquisitions, and 
subtract 

decommissioned 
aircrafts to find peak 

possible aircraft

Called "national" or gov-run = 
State-Owned
Founded by private firm or 
person = Private
Gov + foreign airline =  Joint 
Venture
Public agency with some 
autonomy = Parastatal

Gov funds, owns, or 

starts it = High

Contracts or soft 

support = Medium

No gov mentioned = 

Low

These 
show range 
of airline’s 
operations



Lucien Fargeot, “L’avion porte-drapeau de la compagnie, une Caravelle roule sur la piste de décollage,” Photo. In Jacques Noetinger, “Royal Air Maroc: Une 
Compagnie Dynamique,” Aviation: magazine de l’espace, December 1, 1960, Musée Air France num en l’état.

Data 
Visualization
How can we showcase this new 
knowledge? 
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197
5Average Airline 

Start Year

12
Average Airline 
Lifespan (Years)

434
Number of Airlines 

Continuing through 1998

Timeline Stats

198
7Average Airline 

Cessation Year

20
Average National 

Airline Lifespan (Years)

723
Total Twentieth Century 

African Airlines



Airlines per Country



Average Airline Lifespan per 
Country





Ownership 
Models







Settler v. 
Non-Settler



Former Colonial 
Powers



Lucien Fargeot, “L’avion porte-drapeau de la compagnie, une Caravelle roule sur la piste de décollage,” Photo. In Jacques Noetinger, “Royal Air Maroc: Une 
Compagnie Dynamique,” Aviation: magazine de l’espace, December 1, 1960, Musée Air France num en l’état.

Conclusion
Why is this new knowledge 
significant?
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CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including 
icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik

Reese W. Hollister '26
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North Carolina State University
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rwhollis@ncsu.edu
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